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Keshav Pai

We are sad to report that Mr Keshav Pai passed away a few weeks ago.
He came to the UK in 1956 and worked as a quality control officer with Fords in
their plant at Slough for a long time. He was always cheerful and willing to help
others. He was very fond of sports such as cricket and football. He was a
member of MML and regularly attended our programmes. He always made it a
point to come to the Mandal during Ganeshotsav. His life was prolonged
because his wife had donated one of her kidneys to him. We join his wife Tara

and son Ashok in their grief at this time.

* Shreemati Savtribai (MAI) Gulhane.

One of the welcoming places for young Mahrashtrians in the fifties was a
house owned by Mai Gulhane—3 Middleton Road.

Sadly,Mai Gulhane passed away on Thursday 22nd April.

Mai, who hailed from Amaravati, came to London in 1949 with her two children.
After working as a seamstress, cook & a factory hand she managed to acquire
the Middleton Road house where many of the first generation Marathi
youngsters took shelter. Some of the earliest Mandal activists — Chitnis,
Chavan etc were residents there and worked for the Mandal from that house
and some wonderful memories of early Marathi group are associated with the
area.

Mai was born in June 1911 and would have been 99 this year. Her family and
friends were looking forward to celebrating her 100t b’day but it was not to be.
She is survived by a son ( Keshav- Past President of the Mandal) and a
daughter, 6 Grandchildren and 12 Great Grand children one of whom — a girl -
was born on the day she passed away.Another link with the past has vanished-

-- May her soul rest in peace!
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Hall for Hire

Maharashtra Mandal Hall is available for hire for social functions,meetings, and
professional gatherings.

This beautifully decorated large hall (seats 150), with a spacious stage,
a kitchen, off street parking & disabled parking bays can be hired at
reasonable charges.
Contact for rates and bookings
Milind Deshmukh 0208 450 5009 (Excluding Wed AM)
Govind Kanegaonkar 01303 265 033 (Evenings)
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MML Library

Library is open for members every Saturday between 10am and 2pm. Aditya
Kashikar is available to issue books, CD's , DVD's to members.
To confirm that Library is open , please ring 0208450 5009. Library will also be

open for members a short while before starting other MML events ,if possible.

(Occasionally, it is transformed into a dressing room for artists)

Please take advantage of the library, as it is the largest collection of Marathi

Books in London Boroughs!
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AGM 27 March 2010 (Minutes)

Chairperson- Yamini Sathe
Secretary- Avinash Dhopatkar
Chairperson of Board of Trustees — Viju Kale

Finance Trustee- Ratan Lele

All the members stood in silence for a minute to pay their respects in the memory

of Jatin Dighe, Madhu Abhyankar and Madhukar Amrute who passed away recently.

The applications for Executive Committee (EC) and Nomination Committee (NC),
should have been invited by the EC and not by the Trustees as printed in the last brochure.

Mrs Sathe apologised for the mistake on behalf of EC and trustees.

Approval of the minutes of the last AGM

As a long time had passed since the publication of the minutes of the last AGM, it

was requested that these should be read out. Mr Dhopatkar duly read out these minutes.

It was asked whether the amount of Rs.15 lakhs promised by the Chief Minister
Vilasrao Deshmukh to MML was received and what efforts were made to collect this

amount.

Mrs Sathe confirmed that this amount was not yet received. Some members felt
that it was the responsibility of the Finance Trustee (FT) to try to collect this amount. Mr
Subhedar (previous FT) confirmed that he was in contact with the relevant parties by
phone, e mail and letters to get the money from India. Different members had conflicting
views on how this was handled but most members felt that we should not trust the
promises of the politicians in future and should not invite them for such functions. It was
also felt that criticising each other will not serve any purpose and that members should

work together to achieve the objectives of MML.

A question was asked about the MML library (which stocks CDs and DVDs as well
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as books) and how many people are using it.

Mr Kashikar, who looks after the library confirmed that around 10 to 15 people
regularly make use of it. It was suggested that if the library is kept open before MML
programmes, members who do not live close to MML can also use it and borrow books
when they come to attend the programmes. Mr Kashikar also confirmed that a list of books
will be available on our website. A tribute was paid to Mr Shyam Thakur who helps in the

library in spite of indifferent health.

A question was asked about the use of the extra room we now have in the

basement and Mrs Sathe explained that it is intended to be used for child-minding.

EC Report, Board of Trustees Report and Accounts

As these reports were printed in the recent brochure, they were taken as read.

It was asked by a member * What did the MML gain by the establishment of MML
Trading Co?’

The FT explained that the trading company was established in order to be able to
claim VAT on MML expenditure especially on building repairs and that an amount of
around £10,000 was already claimed in this way. We will be able to claim VAT in future
too. Mr Subhedar (previous FT) said that the new company is now called MMUK and is
also a recognised charity. He said that the title deeds of the buildings should now be

transferred from the names of individual trustees to MMUK.

It was suggested that all life members of MML should automatically become
members of MMUK. However, one member felt that we should see the constitution of

MMUK before implementing any suggestions.

It was decided that it should be printed in the next brochure.

One member complained about the loss incurred in the programmes organised by
MML as reflected in accounts of last year and enquired whether budget was prepared for
each programme.

It was pointed out by the FT that MML is not a profit-making organisation and that it

exists to achieve its objectives (which includes providing cultural programmes for the
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members) as laid down in the constitution. Others pointed out that even if you make
budgets the number of people who will attend is not predictable and a loss cannot be ruled
out. Besides, taking into account overall income and expenses MML is in a financially
healthy position. It was suggested that we could create a ‘Programme Fund’ like our
‘Building Fund’. It was suggested that more programmes should be organised during
daytime rather than evening and that an annual ticket may be issued to members covering
all programmes in a year. It was suggested that in order to reduce the cost, food may be
cooked in the MML kitchen. The problems created by smoking alarm and insurance cover
in this context were mentioned. The ftrustee dealing with building matters (Mr
Kanegaonkar) stated that he will report within two months whether and how we can solve

these problems.

Mrs Sathe said that the new EC would consider all these suggestions.

Mr Mukundrao Nawathe brought a new banner for MML from India as the old one
had faded. Mrs Sathe thanked him for that.

The accounts (as shown in the last brochure) and minutes of the last AGM were approved
buy the General Body (GB)

Election of the Nomination Committee (NC)

The following 7 names were suggested for the Nomination Committee - Mr Sharad
Dandawate, Dr Meena Bhide, Mrs Vijaya Bhanap, Mr Shriram Kale, Dr Sham Kolvekar, Mr
Ashish Prabhudesai and Dr Shraddha Parchure.

In this context some members pointed out the importance of the NC members as,
according to the constitution, they have to scout for the trustee candidates discussing with
them their roles and responsibilities and ensure that they have the relevant skills and
experience to be trustees. Some members felt that as long as one has a minimum

educational standard he/she should be considered for NC membership.

As the election of the members of the NC is to be effected by postal ballot the procedure
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will be explained in the next brochure.

Resolution 1

It was proposed that European Marathi Sammelan (EMS) 2012 should be held in
London. Mr Anil Nene gave information about previous EMS held at various places in
Europe and assured all help to make it a success in London. It was suggested by some
members that it should be held on the outskirts of London (to save the cost of
accommodation) and that it should not clash with the Olympics in London. A mention was
made of the likelihood of Vishva Sahitya Sammelan to be held in 2011 to be invited to
London. However, this was not discussed in detail, as the resolution did not refer to it. It
was mentioned that the Trustees should put a limit of maximum loss MML should suffer for

such special programmes, say £10,000 each.

The Resolution was passed by the GB

Resolution 2

Briefly, this resolution proposed that the money collected by way of donations to
Ganesh Festival should be used for all expenses of the festival including remuneration for
the artistes who present programmes. It was felt that some artistes were not properly
remunerated in the past. It was also mentioned that it was a practice that several artistes
gave their performance as offering towards Lord Ganesh and did not expect normal
remuneration. As there are several programmes during this festival lasting 10/11 days, the
cost of paying normal remuneration to all artistes would be substantial. It was proposed
that the Festival Committee should have the powers to take decisions in this matter taking

into account all these factors..

The Resolution was passed by GB
Resolution 3

The proposer of this Resolution suggested that there was discord between EC and
BoT and among members of the BoT. The president of EC confirmed that BoT had tried to

intervene in the functions of the EC.

One member expressed the view that if some trustees are creating obstacles in the
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work of others rather than trying to foster the objectives of MML they should resign.

Another member felt that as no specific issues of discord were mentioned, the GB
cannot take any decision and that the trustees would have to sort out the issues among
themselves. It was felt by others that for an aggrieved trustee there is no other recourse
but to come to the GB.

The Chairperson of BoT Mrs Kale assured that there will be harmony among the
trustees in the future. She also confirmed that Dr G Kanegaonkar will be the Chairman of

the BoT for a year from now on.

The Resolution could not be passed in its present format.

Election of the President and the Executive Committee

The Returning Officer Mrs Anjali Tarabadkar stated that there was only one
application received for the post of the President in response to the notice in the last
brochure. That application was therefore unanimously upheld and Mr Avinash Dhopatkar
was declared as duly elected president. He was asked to present the members of his EC

to the General Body.
Mr Dhopatkar thanked the General Body for bestowing the honour of presidentship.

He thanked all the members of the previous EC for presenting good and varied
programmes over the last two years although there were only a handful of people in the
EC. He also thanked all those who helped in organising and conducting the programmes
as well as those who attended the programmes. He urged all the members to support MML
programmes by attending them in even greater numbers in future. He mentioned that if, in
addition to the activities organised by MML, the members wish the EC to do something
else, they should make their suggestions to the EC and the trustees. Last year some
members suggested that we should organise a get together and lunch for the senior

citizens once a week in the Mandal. This suggestion is now implemented.

Mr Dhopatkar assured that the new EC will try to organise quality programmes in
the next two years. He also assured that the EC will strive to achieve the objectives of
MML as expressed in the constitution. In order to achieve this, in addition to some
members of the previous EC who have shown their commitment to MML and worked hard
in two last two years, new members who will bring new ideas and capabilities are invited to

join the EC. A list of the following members was proposed for election to the EC. Mrs V
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Kanegaonkar, Mr S Rapatwar, Mr S Padhye, Mr G Patil, Mr Kedar Lele, Mr S Ambike, Mrs
S Paranjape, Ms Priya Kulkarni, Mrs S Ambike, Mrs A Dhopatkar, Mr A Sarvadikar, Mr G
Jadhav and Dr S Kolvekar.

One member stated that it should be verified whether all those proposed for
inclusion in the EC are members of MML. Another member mentioned that they should be
members for at least 12 weeks before AGM. Mr Dhopatkar assured that he will follow the

procedure as laid down in the constitution.

Any Other Business

A member mentioned that he had contacted Zee TV for making Marathi

programmes and serials available to us in UK and that EC should liaise with them.

Some members expressed that MML should try to eliminate negativity, stop
criticising each other and try to introduce new ideas to ensure that all the programmes are

well attended by the members.

*kkkkkk

Nomination commitfee — Postal ballot

The procedure for election of Nomination committee will be communicated separately.

MMUK - Memorandum of Association

As agreed in AGM, we intended to print the Memorandum in this newsletter. Considering
the size of the document, the EC has now decided to provide this memorandum on the
website. If members are keen to get a printed copy, please email a request to the

President .

|
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